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COMING EVENTS

Monday . : Mr, Teny Ersklne

Dacembaer Sth . - Canadian Wildlife bervice

8 pems - - Sackville, New Brunsw1ck

Rm.: 241, Beveridge ‘
Arts Centre, Acadia . "ThefBoreal Forest end its Birds“--
University

Mr, Brskine will illustrate his telx with his. own slldes,‘
mostly -of the various habitats found in the Boreal TForest .
across Canada, The talk will be based upon two summenrs
work in northern New Brunswick, two summemn in the "Clay
‘Belt", an area on the Quebec-~Ontarioc border, two summers
in northern Manitoba and Saskatchewan, and two summers in
northern, coastal British Columbis, '

Kealmku11” National Park Outiqg

Ella: Roland Truro, N S.;;~

on May 28th, a cool day with variable cloudiness, about 50
people gathered at the Park for a weekend outing. :

Pirst we went to.a stillwater behind the Admlnistratlon
Building to see the many swallows hawking for lnsects over the '«
water. We could pick out Barn and Tree Swallows ahd the occasional
Swift, but we failed to spot the 3 Rough-winged. Swallows whloh had
been reported from there the day vefore. S

Next, we drove some distanhce out the road. beyond the Fish AR
Hatechery, parked our cars and walked still farther into the woods;.

Here we tried to get our untrained ears tuned in to the warbler - -
songs. It was a good day for Chestnut-~sided and Black-throated - -
Blue Warblers. Many others were around, too, but. no one kept a
complete llsts The highlight of the morning was the male
Scarlet Tanager; he came clecse and grew excited when Peter: Hope
played his song back to him on a tape recorder. Hse was. certainly
a beautiful birdl

After a pilcnie 1unch the party hlked out the Peter Point
treil where various woodland communities were observed.

Unfortunately, the evenlng events were oancelled beceuee of a.
downpour of rains

Sunday morning the weather was cool and qulte clear ageln. :
3ince many peoplée had come for the first day only, the number who
gathered at- Jacques banding for a day on the water was smalle. o
Some half dozen canoceg and a kayek gtarted off oh a leisurely
paddle up the Mersey River where we observed the numerous forms
of living things along the way. Our whole group gathered for
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w4y :_:h on ‘the river bank, and.tlere it was interesting to compane
. oy, '”wghi '”wngervd%"* ’Tpe isst, event of the day was being taken
» léaders to see“%ié' ?redhOWls nestang in the campgroundL One

_tgpldly ‘Wn at us 3uclogg blrdrwatchers Btaring up at 1t'
T ‘tﬁthe leadexs ﬁh gave us. such E pleasant)weeknndu

. : 1@&@\ .a§s : Ap ; ﬂi'rourywanm,Augusﬁg thempr@@ramme s
-t eompitfes ghaa&* sahedul a ﬂ.?_v ocaaslons Hhen, members and m"bei'es:l:e& RS

env1nnnment.A

Of +then’ all, three were cancelled due to- ralnland for cloudy
weather, two_were in conjunction with other Wova Scotia. mocleties,
two I missed, and there are five that I enjoyed sincerely, I repont
on those flve here, -

The night of April 16tk was clear, ccol, but calm and provide&
an ideal environmont for observing the moon, sians, and planeis.
More than 20 other pergons, including children, .weme there, Roy
Bishop pointed out contellations, and provided interesting facts .
about the stars., There were threc telescopes being pointed ate”
various objects in the sky to show detail, The big hite were “the
Rings of Satumm and the craters of the 1001, but I enjoyed seeing
again close ups of the Onion nebulae, varicus galactic clusters.
of staps and a few little fuzzy images of globular clusters, There -
appears to be quite an interest in star obserwing, andi we shall
have to have more frequents outings of this type. " One later in‘the
summer was clouded out,

L renerber April 30th 45 & coldﬁ JLear, very windy Saturdﬂy,
when my fonily and I got a tour of the Coldbrook Fish Hatchery with
two other B N S members. The children woere excited to see the
vanious stages of growing trout and bass from the tiny stages « ©
in tank indoors %o tho almost fully growm fish in tho outdoor pools,
We all felt a little uneasy whem during the discussions of stocking
lakess it was realized that “hese fish would probably not last
the ‘summer in their frec siate. New fish would have to be put in
next year, Maybe we should stop the gilliness of +the put~and tske
system. so that more people would recogrize how we have depleted
our environment of fresh water fish,

May and June were bad months for outlngs, and except for: thﬁ
outing. t0 Kejimilmujik Pauk (Reporied by Mrs. Roland elsewhere in ‘
this Newsletter) all were cancelléd for vamrious reasons,

'The best cuting, in my book, this yeaw (so farm) was the one
to Mud. Lake led by Samn Van derrKjoet, I think the main reason I’
liked it, was that it introduced to me a small, beautiful, isolated,.
natural bog that has not been disturbed for a long time. We got ‘
ta the loke from a dirt moad, after a short %+ nile hike and a
lit4le bushwacking, At this time of the year (July 17) we caught
many of the bog plants in flowem, and there seemed. to be a wealth
of* them. They were, the two water lilies, orchids (Calapogon, and
roge pogonia, and northern green orchis), bladderwort, the-insect-
ivores Esundcw and pitcher plant), Laborador tea, and. many woody -
plants (cranberries, huckleberries, laurels, and. others).: After
exploring the perimeter of the lake, we Biked up to a scenie out—
crop of rocks, where we could look down on the 'bog and see much of
the surrounding area. Later in the summer, I tock my family back .
to these spotsy the flowers were gones but,they retained. their
guiet, wilderness-type atmosphere,

Two. weeks laterr (July 31), Sherman Willians and.Tom Hallburton
led. another healthy group of naturalists through an entirely different:
environment, With boots and barefeet, we slogged out onto the mud
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flats of Awonport, to visit the stumps of 2000=+ year old pine tuoes,
At low tide the flats extend at least a quarter of a mile from shome
A{my guesstimate) and exposed these pressrved specimens of a time
when the coastline was higher and trees grew where mud and water now
doninate. Salt water and mud are good. preservatives. We took
acvantage of the trek o obgserve the change in narine animal communities.
as we hiked through the intertidal zone., Bank swallow nests, emerging
stars in a clear sky, pleasant discussion, and tea ended this outing. -
One. last note~ that mud is sticky, and if you venture out on the mud. .
be prapared,to exort yourselﬂ and p0351bly lose your balance and/or
your bootg-— some did it on this- outing - but no one complained, in -
fact compliments issued. fsnm all participants.

.The final outing of -the sunmer season, occured on an 1dea1 day.
As a small group we set out to look at the w1ld.shrubs¢ flowers, -and
berrles, with Rachael Eroklne as our resource person. -Walking aleng a
dry, dusty dirt roak on the South Mountain, in the bright sunshine, we
not only saw the plants but hawks circling overhead. Chokeberwy,
Pin Cherry, Shad bush, Alder, Vimburnum, and. nghtshade(Blttersweet)
are common here, Later we drove {0 -a wooded Mocation and found o
fewer bushes but. identified bunchberny, partridge berry, hazel nw, -
wild: rose,, creeping blackberry, a good variety of ferns, indian -
pipes, and many other wild plants. This yoan there seems to be.a
smallef quantity of berries present on bushes, . After this August 21
outings I surveyed another habitat near a stream through the sandy
areas of the velley, and T found some elderberry bushes and.of '
eourse several kinds of blueterries,

So far, I have had requests for more astronomy, geology, and
mushrooms. I find that I enjoy any outing, but it does help to.
know what othem EiS: members prefer -~ send your reguests. to the . ‘
programme committes orally or in writing. (L. Bogan, P. O. Box 753, .
Wolf wvdlle, N. S.. , 542-9433), , iy

ﬁCKNOILEDGEMENLS

Cur indebtedness is extended to all those who led fleld.trlp$
throughout the summers to Andy Dean for starting off our lectume -
series in September with a stunning presentation (no one should
have missed 1%t 1) 3 to Duncan Keppic for +thé October lecture and
field trip-- placlng Nova Seotia within the continental drift theoryy
and to all those persons. who contributed articles 4o this issue of the
BNS Newslester or otherwise contributed time and effort to its
production,
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Autumn Skiles

Roy L. Bishop, Maktomkus Observatory,
Avonport, N.S.

Fall is a time of change. The warbler and the thrush have
left the countryside to the crow and Jay. The green of summer has
turned to the gold and red of autumn, soon to be followed by the
white of winter. The nocturnal pmformances of cricket and katydid
have c¢losed with the fall ¢f a frosty curtain, Another busyfanimal
is preoccupied with insulation and snow tires. '

One change, as much as part of autumn as the falling leaves,
takes place in the evening skies. The mottled socuthern Milky Way
go characteristic of sumrmer nights droops low in the twilight leaving
the eastern sky to a dimmer, less spectacular array of celestial
lights. Yet the imterlude is brief, for with the first snows . there
appears in the eagt a spectacular array of stars. Preceded by the
Pleiades; a small misty asterism, Taurus the bull backs into the
sky as Oprion the hunter drives him westward., Canis Major and Canis
Minor, the hunter's faithful dogs, scon -appear near their master._
More toward the north-east Gemini, the twins, watch Oriont's
advance, All of these constellations contain some of the brightest
stars in the sky: ruddy Aldebaran, the eye of the bull; Rigel,
Bellatrix and Betelgeuse; the shining armor of Oriong Castor and -
Pollux, the heads of the twing; and Sirius, the tag of the larger
dog flashing in the frosty night. The night sky will be particular-
ly striking this winter since the next three wanderers beyond
Barth, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn, are pursuing their silent orbits
against this stellar backdrop. ZEach appears as a bright, un-
twinkling star: Mars, reddish and noticeably shifting from week to
week; Juplter, bright with a hint of yellow; and Saturn, farthest
to the east and with a dimmer, dusky light.

During the last full week of October the Hunter's Moon will shine
down on the bare woods, ~ltheugh it will have left the early evening
sky before the spirits of Halloween emerge. Full Moon occurs on the.
26th and again on Noveber 25th, In December the Moon will be full
and riding high in the night on Christmas Eve, If the sky is clear
and the ground is white this will be a memorable night - provided
one is away from the baleful glare of street and yard lights.

On December 10th the Moon will be new within a few hours of
perigee, which is the point in its elliptical orbit closest to
Earth. Also, the December perigee is ths closeston in 1977. 1In
addition, Earth will be within one month of perihelion, its
closest appreoach tc the Sun. The coincidence of these four
conditions will produce much larger tides, .Because the tides. 1ag
the astronomical factors by a day or two, the highest tides will
occur on December 11lth or 12th. -Residents of the Wolfville area
will recall the flooding which occurred last April 6th. The
astronomical factors are more favorable for a high tide this
December than they were 1n April; however, before running for sand
bags one:should recall that last June predictions were also more
alarming than in April. Remember the night of June 2 -« 37 C(Cars
roamedthe countryaide, crowds gathered beside the world's smallest
harbour, and CKEN stsyed on the air a8ll night, And what happened -
absolutely nothing. The one factor that most people overlooked
and the one which could not have besen included in the tide tables
for last April was the weather, On the night of the April flood
the atmospheric pressure was very low, Reliceved of part of the
welght above it and pushed by a strong south wind, the tide
inundated our area, It is unlikely, but if similar weather con-
ditions occur on December 1lth or 12th, lock out!
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Bird Nest Survey 1977

Bernard Fofsythe

With a 1little luck and a leot of walking I was able to £ill out
154 nest cards this year for the Maritime Neast Records Schems. Of
the 39 specles invelved 10 were new to my own list of nests found.

. Our wet cold weather in June seemed to hold up rest proceedings
of our song birdss For example, on May 31 I found a Yellow Warbler
nest about half built. However it was June 16 before the first

egg was laid. They successfully raised four young. I noticed most
other small birds were a 1little late in gettlng thelr nests start-
ed but did better later in the summer.

On May 16 I found where a predator had killed a Ruffed Grouse,
Nearby under a log was the nest containing 10 Grouse eggs plus 5
Pheasant eggs. The Pheasant had uged the Grouse nest for a dump
nest which sometimes happens, but 1t was the flrst tlme I had sesn
it.

As the red sqguirrel population is up they destroyed a few of
my nests this year. As well, some young crows were lost to
raccoons. By far the worst predator again this year was the Cow-
bird. Only one young Red-eyed Vireo was fledged from three Vireo
nests containing Cowbirds. Cowbirds were also found in the nests
of the Vesry, Chmstnuu—31dad Warbler, Redatart, Junco, and White=-
throated Sparrows - - o

On May 5 I watched a male Hooded Merganser at a pond in Black
River. On May 7 the nest was found, and the female refused to
flush providing positive 1dent1flcatlon, This was my favourite
find for the yeéer as very few have been found in Nova Scotia. Dr.
Tufts told me ¢t was a first for Klngs County. Another unusual find
was a Goldfinch nest in which the six eggs were pale bluish-white
with 1light brown specks scattered over them, All my referente
books state that Goldfinch eggs are pale bluish-white unmarked
except for Tufts "The Birds of Neva Scotia" that says they rarely
have brown specks.

Even our dog helped the birds this year. A Chipping Sparrow - s
and two different Black-capped Chickadess gathered halr shed by T
our dog and lined their nests with it. 3

Red=breasted Nuthatches have an unusual habit of lining the
entrance to their cavity nest with sticky balsam. This summer I
found a nest,; and it had this balsam around the entrance. When. .
I stood quietly near the nest both adults would fly to it with
insects in their beaks, hover mementarily, hummingbird style, at
the entrance and then fly intc the cavity without landing in the
balgam.

Most nests found have their own little story; however it would
take too long to tell them here, so I will end with a list of nests
located this year,

No. found ~  Species o h S=successful; F=failed
1 Hooded Merganser S
1 Cemmon Nerganser ' ' F
2 Goshawk ' 23
2 Ruffed Grouse _ 2F
2 Ring~necked Pheasant 153 1™
1 Long-sared Cwl . F
1 Belted Kingfishsr _ -8 SRS
5 Common Flicker' _ , LSs; 1R
6 ~ Trailllls Flycatcher 43 27
7 Bank Swallow ' E3: 2F
5 Barn Swallow ' hss 1F
1 Gray Jay = _ o P
3 Blue Jay 253 17
3 Common Raven 2Fs 17
-9 Common Crow - o 78; 2 F
6 Black-capped Chickades 63 '
2 RBoreal Chickadee 2F
1 Red~brested Nuthatch S Ce
ly Gray Catbird 18; 2F; 17
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No. Found Species - 8 = successful; F = failed
17 American Robin 533 12F
1 Hermit Thrush S
5 Veery _ 15; LP
6 Starling 55; 1F
L Red~eyed Vireo 283 2F
1 Black~and~White Warbler S o
2 Yellow Warbler , ﬁé%ﬁa
h Chestnut-sided Warbler .
2 ~Ovenbird
8 American Redstart
3 Red-winged Blackbird i
12 Brown-~headed Cowbird Ls: BF
1 Rose-breasted Grosbeak F
3 American Goldfinch - 35
1 Savannah Sparrow 13
5 Dark-eyed Junco 58
2 Chipping Sparrow :
3 White-throated Sparrow 15;2F
1 o Swamp Sparrow 3
11 S Song Sparrow . .. 7S; 2F; 2%
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A Small Brown Seed

Edgar B. McKay
Bear River, N.S,

On a crystal clear June morning, after days of rain and c¢loud,

I first saw him, a tiny fluff of dark green, His perch was one of
the small twin spires of the old, gray Baldwin stub that stands
near the hedgerow, west of the cottage. He sat motionless for
several seconds, then turned ever so slightly toward the sun, It
was then 1 could see the gleaming red of ruby throat. '

He remained on the perch for a few moments longer, then
streaked over the road toward the grove of tall pine. Soon he was
back. Then he disappeared down over the hedgerow, a tangle of
thorn, wild cherry, shad bush, flowering dogwood, and oalk,

‘For the next several weeks he or hils mate returned to the high
perch, sometimes the two humming birds together would perch on the
twin spires, then dart either to the pines or the hedgerow.

Other-birds made use of the old stub during the summer months as
resting place, look-out, or in search of insects - robins, swallows,
kingbirds, woodpeckers - hairy and downy, assorted sparrows, a
Baltimorse oriols,. '

No birds used the old stub for home this year but in the recent
past several families of swallows ralsed their young in its shelter,
and three years zgo a pair of flickers produced their brood in one
of larger knot-holes half way up the old tree.
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Two years ago swallows attempted to nest in the tree. I ob=
served a marauding cat early one evening part way up the tree as .
the frantic parent birds fluttered about nocisily. I directed the -
cat!s attention homeward and erected an.inverted barrier of sheet
aluminum about four feet up the tree trunk. This was later re-
inforced by a tangle of barbed wire, Neither sheet aluminum nor
barbed wire add to the stark beauty .of the old stub, nor do they
insure that birds will again make their home there. But they
almost gudrantee that no cats will oaver assall the heights in the
future.

It is autumn and my old gray Baldwin stub SUands alone in the
rain and northeast gaie. Vet it is not alone, for its hundreds of
companions, scattered throughout Nova Scotia and eastern North
America tell a. similar story. :

It does not matter by what name they were known = Astrakhan,_
Baldwin, Gravenstein, BlShlpS Pippin, Northern Spy, Russet or
other. Each had its unique conformation and flavor and time of
bearing. But each has provided food and shelter for insects,
birds, and man in its own way. My tree tells me the story of -
all these others. .
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The old stub was set out more than a century ago., Wind and sun -
and careful husbandry brought it into bearlng, and it often
Yielded three or four barrels of applesg in a good year.. The best
of the harvest found its. way to England, but some always went into
the cellar Tor family use. 48 it aged and insect pests moved in,
and ne spraying was done on small orchards in the area, the fruit
became less usable. 'But for somé years it flowered in pink and
white beauty each spring, until storm and decay won out and bark
slipped off and branches fell, leaving it gray and bare. -

It may be, if all goes well, that the old gtub will be hone to
some birds another year. Or if the main branch should bend and
break in a winter storm it may end its long life by glVlng heat
in the flreplace. : .

From the burnlng T shall have warmth. But I shall.also see in.
the flameés 1ts blossoms and its fruit and the birds and always 1ts .

own stark shape as it stood. And I shall have a sense of wonder
how all this could come from the miracle in s small brown seed.
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Letters to the BEditors

To the Editors:-

I thought you might be interested in a book review of a _
book I bought in England. Mrs. Sircom of "The Box of Delights" assures
ge that she has ordered it in but is unsure of the price yet - about

15.00,

The book is called The Country Diary of an Edwardian Lady by
Edith H olden, published in Great Britain by | Michael Jogeph, Ltd.,
in associaticn with Webb and Bower, Ltd.

"Tt is a facsimile reproduction of a naturalists diary for the
year 1906, Edith Holden recorded in words and paintings the flora
and fauna of the British country51de throughout the changing
seasons of the year,!

"Edith Holden's words, all carefully written by hand include
her favourite poems, personal thoughts and observatlons on the
wildlife she saw surrounding her home in Warwickshire, and on her
travels through England and Scotland., Thé exquisitely beautiful
paintings on every page of birds, butterflies, bees and flowers
reflect her deep love of nature; they have been executed with a
naturalists eye for detail, and the sen31t1v1ty of an artist."

"For seventy years, this enchanting and unique boock has lain
undiscovered; it is now being published for the first time in =
full~colour facsimile edition that recaptures of the freshnsss,
charm and beauty of the original.”

"The Country Diary of an Edwardian Lady is a book for all
seasons, 8 gift for all times.m

"The author, Edith Holden, was born at Kings Norton, Dorcester
in 1871, one of seven children of a Midlands paint manufacturer.
The family lived in the small village of Olton in Warwickshire,
and it was there that she wrote and illustrated this book, After
attending art school, she worked as an illustrator with her
drawings (often of anlmqls) being publ:shed in several books,."

"She later moved to London, and in 1911 met and married Ermest
Smith, a sculptor; they lived in Chelsea, and had no children,

On 16 March 1920, in her L9th year, Edith died tragically by
drowning in the Thames at Kew, while gathering buds from chestnut
trees."

Everyone who has seen the book has enjoyed it so much that I
felt I had to share it with the members of the BNS

Yours sincerely,

Vietoria Stiles .
RR 1, Port Williams, N.S.

Thanks Very much for an 1nterest1ng book review! We hope other
members of thée BNS will follow your example and share with us in-
formation on books and magazines of natural hlstory which they enjoye.

Sinee you wrote this on October li, I have been. in "The Box.of
Delights™" here in Wolfville, <Copies of this levely book are in and
are priced at $12.95. I don't know when I've seen such an attractive
book, and am surprlsed that 1t is not quite a bit more expensive.

I sincerely hope Santa brings one to our housel Hintl Hintl

Exerpts from "Qutdoor Chat", a Regular
Column Which Appeared in the Shelburne Goastguard

- Dr. Harrison F. Lewis
Sable River, N, S

October 1953, No. 9

In fall and spring the coast in this vicinity is visited by a
bird called the Ipswich sparrow,-after Tpswich, Massachusetts, where
it was first noticed. It is closely related to our common savannah
sparrow and much resembles it, but is larger and of a llghter EraTe
The special peint of interest about the Ipswich sparrow is its very
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restricted breeding range. It is the only species of bird that nests
only in Nova Scotia, but its breeding is confined to one small part
of this province, namely, Sable Island. This isolated sandbank,
with a total area of probably less. than L0 square miles above water,
is the home of this small bird, the only part of the earthls sur=-
face where it reproduces its kind. Ipswich sparrows winter. along

the coast of the northeastern Unlted States, sometimes goling as

far as Georgilsa.

The bays and inlets of southwestern Nova Scotia have produced
this year a heavy crop of eel=-grass, much larger than that of last
year, About twenty years ago this well-known plant of tidal = -
waters, which had up to that time been abundant on these shores,
was attacked by a strange and unprecedented disease that nearly
wiped it out on the Atlantic coast of North America, as well as
on the coast of Europe. Yor some years little eel-grass was to
be found on those coasts away from the mouths of streams, where
the discharge of fresh water seemed to give it some protection
against the wasting disease. Eventually, however, the plant be-
gan a slow recovery, which still contiues. This is welcome news,
for eel-grass is valuable to residents of this region in a number
of ways. It is the basic material for an important local industry
chat provides employment and distributes thousands of dollars
annually to local people for what would otherwise be wasted,

Around country homes it is used for banking buildings and for

bedding domestic stock and thus buillds up the supply of manure

for crops. Its importance to our waterfowl is great, for both-

the seeds and the rootstocks are relished by them. Abundance

of well developed eel-grass in shallow waters not frozen over _
means abundance of nourishing food for Canada gecse and black ducks, .

The mushrooms and toadstools lodgéd unattached in bushes and on -
tree branches, a few feet off the ground, are placed there by
squirrels so that they will dry before being stored for the w1nter.

. q—-—d"“ﬂ-_‘vw
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November 1953, No, 10

Shelburne County 1s an area where rare birds and delayed migrants
are particularly likely toc occur and the fall of the year is a
geason when they are egpecially noticeable, The past month has
been marked by several interesting cccurronces of this sort..

In Lockeport on November 3rd I had the .good fortune to see a -

mockingbird, the golden-voiced and far-famsd songster and mimic that.

we commonly think of as living among orange blossoms and pendant
streamers of Spanish moss. Unfortunately, this Lockeport
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mockingbird was silent during the five minutes or so that I had it
under observation. Mockingbirds display a certain propensity to

wander to Nova Scotia, which may or may not be taken to indicate
that our climate is becoming more like that of Dixie, Birds of

this specles have been recorded in this province more than 20 times,

Mrgs. Avard P, Hamilton, of Ingomar, has furnished this column
with a detailed description of a strange bilrd with yellow under-
parts that she saw in her home community on November lLth. Her
description indicates that it was probsbly & western kingbird. The
normal range of this bird is west of the Great Lakes and the Miss-
issgippi River, but, like the mockingbird, it showe a tendency to
wander to the northeast in autumn, :

Other bird wanderers that are worth mentlonlng are a killdeer
plover at Hemeon's Heoad on October 30th and three mourning doves
together at Lockeport on November 3rd. A tardy redstart, cne of
the wood warbler family, which would normally have gone south—
ward from Nova Scotia not later than September, is remaining in
West Middle Sable and was last seen on November 21st, when 1t was
active and apparently well,

On October 30th I had the unusuel experlence of being attacked
with vigour and persistence by a wild bird, The attacker was a
red-throated loon that had been wounded in one wing {although
protected by law throughout the year). Perhaps its recent un=-
happy experience with some other human had put 1t out of sorts
with the whole tribe, Unable to fly, it had gone ashore and was
resting on the top of the beach near Hemeon's Head., As I passed
near, it repeatedly uttered a harsh cry, then scrambled to me
with the aid of feet and wings and struck my high leather boots
hard and repeatedly with its strong, sharp bill. ZILoons are so
highly adapted to swift swimming that they cannot walk well, but
this indignant bird accompanied me as best it could along the
beach for 30 or 4O feet, spiritedly belabouring my legs. Tiring

at last ; it rested for a moment, then plunged into the surf. -
I wished it speedy recovery from 1te wound and improvement 1n 1ts
frame of, mind.

LI -]

In our home in West Middle Sable I have at no time geen any
house mice or common rats., From time to time a few mice get intoe
the cellar, bult when trapped they always prove to be deer mice,
attractive little native animals that are brownish above and white
below, with white legs and feet.

Recently, however, a mouse-trap in the cellar killed a small
animal of a very different kind, It was about three and one-half
inches long, was clad in dense, soft, dark gray fur, and had a short,
hairy tail and a conspicuous long, pointed snout. This little
creature was a short-tailed shrew, one of the flercest of North
American mammals. In its own little world it is ag ferocious as any
tiger. it is also characterized by great activity, a high-strung -
and very sensitivenervous temperament, and an enormous appetite.,
It eats many kinds of ‘insects, including grasshoppers, cricketa,
beetles, moths and butterflies, and also devours earthworms,:
salamanders, slugs, snails and centipedes.s It does not hesitate to
attack a mouse, even though such a victim may weigh twice as much
as the shrew. ' -

The saliva of the short~tailed shrew is poisonous., It is too
small to be dangerous to human beings, but its bite causes an
immediate burning sensation and subsequent discomfort may last for
& week., Small prey creatures bitten by the shrew are polsonsd so
effectively, however, that they quickly lose the gbility to resist

or to escape. So fast 1s the pace of life for the savage,
energetic shrew that if it meets with no mishep it dies of o0ld age
In less than a year and a half.

Do You Want to Save a Tree or Two?

Are you sick of junk mail? Recently on the Joan Kennedy pro-
gramme on CKEN Kentville thie'ennoying,ywasteful problem was dig-
cussed. A gentleman phoned in the following address,; saying that
one ehould write requestlng that your name be removed from the:
junk mail list: ' : .

[

Y
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Canadian DPirect Mall Marketting Assoclation
130 Merton Street
Toronto, Ontario

N45 1Al

It's well worth a few minutes to write out the request,
envelope and stampl .

Turkey Vulture in Nova Scotial

Whils returning from the annual Presidential Field Day(the-
Nova Scotia Bird Society) on Brier Island, Digby County, Monday,
September 5th, Bernard Forsythe, Richard Elliot, Peter Hickling
-nd others on Long Island suddenly realized that they were seeing
a turkey vulture socar asbove them! They stopped their vehicle
and took photographs. Hope they turned out welll

Bernard also reports white-ringed crossbills on the Ridge, the
firat in some years, lots of Evening Grosbeaks, Pine Grosbeaks,
and a few Snow Bunting already. He has spotted several birds
which he thinks could well be Bohemian Waxwings, but it seems so
early that he is hesitant to say that it is a positive identifi-
cation. The cone crop is very light this year, so the "winter
birds" seem to be moving around more looking for food,

George Boyd, a technicilan with the N.,3, Dept. of Lands and
Forests in Kentville, came across a flock of 15 Long-sarred (Owls
about a mile down the road to Porter'!s Point on the right hand
side in a swampy thicket. (Take the right hand turn at Jaw Bone
Corner if any of you wish to try to find these birds.,) It is
felt that this is quite unusual to see so many together as owls
tend to be more solitary creatures. Not long after Mr, Boyd also
saw three behind his home in Port Williams on Church Street.

Peter Austin~-Smith also told me the following story of a
Harbourville resident: FPour Goshawks were pestering (to say the
leastl) the gentleman's domestic fowl, ducks, I believe. WNoticing
a fresn kill he went into the yard to retrieve the bird., Upon
returning from his basement he noticed a second bird dead, While
attempting to retrieve this he was repeatly dived upon by one of
the Goshawks and quite badly scratched on the arms as he shielding
his head. Enough was enough and the offender was shot and pre-
sented to Lands and Forests personmel as well as an exhibit of
the scratched arms for proof that once inawhile a raptor will
attack man, Such rare, unfortunate incidents have given all these
useful birds a bad name and they have, subsequently, been harassed
to such an extent by man that many are now completely absent from
former habitats or very rare and "endangered,"

BNS Newsletter Deadlinel -~ December 21, 1977

Don't wait for Christmas to sneak up on youl Write some-
thing for us NOW, pleasel The most "active" sezsson for plants
and animals is once again behind us. ®Surely there were some
notable aspects of it which are worth sharing with us. Send
your contributions to Roy L. Bishop, Avonport, N,.,3., or to
Mrs. John W, Timpa, Box 1382, Wolfville, N.S. Remember, please,
this Newsletter is only what its members make it by contri-
buting to it. We can't afford paid reporters yetl

Blomidon Naturalists Society Membership

Membership in the Blomidon Naturalists Society is open to all
persons by sending $2,00/adult registered or $1.00/student re-
gistered to the Secretary-Treasurer, John W. Timpa, Box 1382,
Wolfville, N.S, A reminder to our 106 members from last year
(1976=77): dues are being collected for 1977-78. We hope
you'll all rejoin usl

BLCMIDON NATURALISTS SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP

Name:

Mailing Addresss




