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Society

Newsletter

BNS Early Fall Programme

MONDAY EVENING MEETINGS: All meetings will start at 7:30 p.m.
and, unless otherwise indicated, will be held in Room 244 of the Beveridge
Arts Centre at Acadia University. All lectures and field trips are open (o the
public and BNS members are encouraged 1o bring fricnds and neighbours. Any
changes in the date, lime or subject of meetings are announced on posters, the
Kings Kable notice board and in 7he Kentvitle Advertiser and The Hanls
Jourmal _ -

- September 20 — Bird Banding
- George Boyd, waterfowl Lechnician with the Nova Scotia Department of Lands
and Forests, will describe some of his many adventures banding birds. George’s
techniques are unique and unusual. From mist nets, dogs, culverts and fish
nets, George picks birds to band for scientific study, Certainly entertaining,
definitely educational. '

October 18 -- Temperate Rain Forests and Grizzlies

Jim Wolford recently visited Khutzeymatten River Valley Grizzly Bear
Sanctuary and took part in a conservation-oriented cruise of the west coast.
Jim’s talk and slides will portray today’s coastal rain forest and its inhabitants
including the aboriginal peoples.
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“The primary objective of the Society shall
be to enconrage and develop in its members
an understanding and appreciation of nature.
For the purpose of the Society, the word
‘nature’ will be interpreted broadly and shall
include the rocks, plants, animals, water, air,
and stars.”
from the BNS constitution

The Blomidon Naturalists Society is a mem-
ber of the Federation of Nova Seotia
Naturalists, an Affiliated Member of the
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The Blomidon Naturalists Society is a regis-
tered charity. Receipts for income tax pur-
poses will be issued for all donations.
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Late Summer - Early Fall Field Trips

Unless otherwise noted, all times given are for meeting at the Robie Tuits
Nature Centre parking Jot. Leaders’ telephone numbers are included to allow
those without access to local news to confirm trips.

Everyone, BNS member or not, is welcome on all field trips.

Saturday, Junc 26, 1993, 9:00 a.m.

Pickett’s Wharf

Sherman Bleakney (542-3604) has spent countless hours exploring the Minas
Basin. He will share his interests and humour in an accessible portion of the
Minas Basin shore (p. 158). Bring a lunch.

Tuesdays and Thursdays, July and August, 1993

11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Great Outdoors Day Camp

Upper Clements Wildlife Park/

Upper Clements Theme Park, Annapolis County

An outdoor adventure camp for children ages 6-8. This program is designed to
help young people discover plants and animals of Nova Scotia with a qualified
leader. Hands-on activities, demonstrations and talks are all planned. Bring a
lunch. Registration fee $5.00. Advance registration required, Call Kaye Parker
(532-7557). A Parks are for People program. :

Sunday, July 11, 1993, 8:30 a.m.
- Methal’s Pond

Bernard Forsythe (542-2427). You are sure to enjoy this canoe outing: birds,
orchids, and who knows what else Bernard will find! Bring a canoe, personal
flotation device and lunch.

Saturday, July 24, 1993, 2:00 p.m.

Natural History of Anthony Provincial Park

Anthony Provincial Park, Iants County

Explore Anthony Provincial Park with Nick Hill, Plants, grasses and
ccosystems will be discussed. Rain or shine. For more information call

457-6257. A Parks are for People trip sponsored by the Nova Scotia Wild
Flora Society.
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Saturday, July 24, 1993, 9:30 a.m.

Beaman’s Mountain, Digby County

Wildflower Hike

(meet at the Annapolis Royal Legion at 9:30 a.m. or Conwhy Irving
at 10:00 a.m.)

Enjoy rich hardwood flora, rare species, good company, and knowledgeable
leadership (Gini Proulx, 467-3235). Sirenvouns uphill climbing requires sturdy
footwear. Bring lunch and field paraphernalia. Will end approximately
2:00 p.m. Rain date: July 25. An Annapolis Field Naturalists’ Society trip.

Saturday, Augusi 7, 1993, 8:00 a.m.

Rock and Fossil Hunting

on the Parrsboro Shore

8:00 a.m.Depart from the Robie Tufts Nature Centre

11:00 a.m.Slide presentation at Parrsboro Museum on

what to look for.

11:30 a.m.Lunch (bring or buy).

12:30 p.m.Field trip to wharf and bluff area and

Charles Head to search for agate, zeolites andfossils.

3:00 p.m-One-hour workshop at Museum to make your own

jewellery and receive specimen card.

Reservations are required and there will be a fee for the tour guide and
workshop. For more information and reservations, call Harold Forsyth
(542-5983).

Wednesday, Aupust 11, 1993, 7:00 p.m.

Nature Walk

Blomidon Provincial Park, Kings County

{(meet at the park regisiration building)

Join John Pickwell for a walk seeking out summer flora: wild leeks, orchids,
and other plants - mosses, lichens and ferns. For more information call
681-8281. A Parks are for Pegpletrip sponsored by the BNS.

Wednesday, August 11, 1993, 9:00 p.m.

Perseid Meteor Showers

Grand Pre Historic Park - Parking Lot

Join Larry Bogan (678-0446), Sherman Williams and Roy Bishop to view the
Perseid meteor showers which are expected to be most spectacular this year.
The BNS astronomers will also point cut many other interesting sky objects as
well. Telescopes will be available but bring binoculars if yon have them. A
lawn chair will be useful for watching the shower. Dress extra heavily to stay
comfortable under the clear skies.

Cloudy sky date: Thursday, August 12,
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Thursday, August 12, 1993, 9:30 a.m.

Beaman’s Mountain Revisited

(sce July 24 trip for details)

Different leader (Alex Wilson, Botanist, Nova Scotia Museum), different luck,

different flowers in bloom. No rain date. Contact Gini Proulx (467-3235). An
Annapolis Field Naruralists’ Socretyirip.

Saturday, August 14, 1993, 8:00 a.m.

Shorcbirds of the Minas Basin

Judy Tufts (542-7800) will share with you her interest in this seasonal
spectacle. Bring binoculars and boots or old sneakers. The field trip will end by
lunch but you might want to stay on for a picnic.

Thursday, August 26, 1993, 7:30 p.m.

Night Insects _

Coldbrook Provincial Park, Kings County

(mect at the parking lot)

Learn about the fascinating world of insects by joining Barry Wright, natural
history curator of the Nova Scotia Museum of Natural History, and Tom
Smith, entomologist with the Nova Scotia Department of Natural Resources,
for a walk on attracting and observing insects. Bring a flash light. For more
information call 424-7353. A Parks are for Pegple trip.

Saturday, Aungust 28, 1993, 9:00 a.m.

Wild Edible Scarch

(mcet at the Annapolis Legion at 9:00 a.m. or Conway Irving at 9:30
a.m.)

Scarch for your supper with David Melanson, Botanist, in the Clare area.

Contact Anne Littlewood (245-4934). An Annapolis Field Naturalists” Society
trip.

Saturday, Scptember 18, 1993, 7:30 a.m.

(or 11:00 a.m. at Amherst Point)

Ducks Unlimited Arcas

Amherst, Nova Scotia

John Wile will follow up his June meeting presentation with a field trip to
show the birds and marsh structures in the DU areas at Amherst. Bring a
lunch and warm clothes and wear waterproof footwear. Contact George
* Forsyth (542-7116) for further information.
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Saturday, September 25, 1993, 8:00 a.m.

or Sunday, September 26, 1993, 9:00 a.m.

Migrating Seabirds

Minas Basin Boat Trip

A two-hour boat trip on the Minas Basin to look for migrating seabirds. Dress
warmly. Boat trip fee: $20.00 per person. Limited to five people each day.
Reservations required. Cali Harold Forsyth (542-5983) for reservations.

Sunday, October 3, 1993, 10:00 a.m.

FEall Birds of the Wolfville Area

Join Jim Wolford (542-7650) for this joint BNS/Nova Scotia Bird Society field
trip.

The Parks are for Peop/e field trips closest to the areas in which most BNS
members live are included above. The Pards are for People brochure, which
inctudes many more trips and events farther afield, may be obtained from the
N.S. Department of Natural Resources or your local Tourist Bureau,

SOCIETY NOTICES AND BUSINESS I

‘e c affle Whale Crufse & Accommodations
PI'OJ cts 93 R Roy Murphy, Wolfville
by Harold Forsyth Boar Tour - Minas Basin

Greenwich, N.S,

Cur 1993 fund-raising raffle was a
great success and we were able to
clear § 3500. The prize winners
were:

Trip to Newfoundiand
Charlotte MacQuarrie, Truro

Swarovski Binoculars
Diana Shelley, Wolfville

Nikon Spotting Scope
Phyllis Bezanson, Berwick

Piants and Landscaping
Jill MacLean, Halifax
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to be auctioned off at BNS meeting,
June 21, courtesy of Curtis Chipman,
Wolfville

Kobert Bateman Hook
Holly Gillis, Waterville

Replica - Grand Pre Church
Marion Harris, Coldbrook

Binoculars

Lana Churchill, Port Williams
Glenn MacDougall, Wollville
Laura Graham, New Minas

Natural History of Oatanio

Julien LeBlanc, Church Point
Arnold Forsythe, Black River Lake
Jennie Sheito, Starr’s Point
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Whale Adoption
- Linda Cosman, Kentville

A Natural History of Kings Couny
Nancy Naylor, Cambridge

Liz Vermeulen, New Minas

Howard Spinney, Gaspereau Moun-
tain .

Linda Coleman, Middleton

Candace Dunn, Canning

Many thanks to all the members
who showed tremendous support in
buying and selling tickets and, once
again, to all the sponsors who helped
make this fund-raiser such a success.

Acknowledgements

Many thanks to everyone who
contributed to Show-and-Tell Night;
as always everyone attending really
enjoying sharing others slides, photo-
graphs, books, and collections. Some
of us even enjoyed Tom Herman’s
snakes.

Thanks also to our speakers:
Bernard Forsythe, who enchanted us
with his tales and pictures of local
owls; Rick Swain, who talked about
national parks policy and potential
sites for future Canadian national
parks; George Forsyth, who
explained the “Project Wild” pro-
gram used in elementary school
classes 1o sensitize young people to
the natural world around them (it
surely must be the only time BNS
meeting attendees have been divided
into kestrels, mice and grasshop-
pers); and John Wile, who explained
the Ducks Uniimited philosophy and
some recent DU projects.
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As always, we must thank our
ficld trip leaders who provide some
of the most important services
offered by the BNS: Sherman Wil-
liams, for explaining the interesting
features of Horton Bluff and Blomi-
don Park; Jim Wolford, for our
traditional spring birds trip; Larry
and Lynn Coldwell, for an interesting
new trip to Rockville Notch on a
gorgeous spring day; Scott Hennigar,
for leading the traditional Cape Split
hike; John Pickwell, for helping with
the Cape Split trip and showing us so
many ferns and mosses in the Kent-
ville Ravine; Sherman Boates, for an
interesting walk along the Wolfville
dyke; and Peter Austin-Smith, for
informative trips along the Gas-
perean and Black Rivers from White
Rock and a canoe (as it turned out)
trip along the Cornwallis River to
the Kentville Bird Sanctuary.

Notes from the BNS
Directors

by Tom Herman
Kentville, N.S.

The BNS Ezxecutive met on
March 17 and May 12, 1993. Regular
items of business, including reports
from the Treasurer, Newsletter Edi-
tor, Program Commitiee, Special
Publications Editor, Conservation -
Committee, Robie Tufts Nature
Centre Committee and the Fede-
ration of Nova Scotia Naturalists
were reviewed at both. A number of
additional items were also con-
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sidered.

Development of the annotated
checklist of Kings County birds is
progressing nicely, thanks to the
perseverance of Merritt Gibson, our
Special Publications Editor. Final
editing, layout and graphics should
‘be completed shortly,

Credit goes to George Alliston
for his carefully prepared proposal to
the Baillie Fund to support our
Short-eared Owl project. Not only
was the project funded, but the
proposal was ranked number one
among the many competing applica-
tions. Now if we could only find
some Short-eared Owils...!

We were also successful in our
requests for funds from the SEED
and Nova Scotia Youth Conservation
Corps programmes. The SEED posi-

tion, to operate the Robie Tufts
Nature Centre, has been funded for
12 weeks. The successful applicant is
Christianne Lafferty, a Blomidon
resident and student at the College
of Geographic Sciences (Lawrence-
town). In addition to operating the
Nature Centre, she will also act as
crew leader for three additional
people to be hired shortly under the
Youth Conservation Corps pro-
gramme. During July and August,
this group will be involved in a
variety of activities, including con-
struction of a dykeland trail adjacent
to the Nature Centre, development
and construction of information
pancls, preliminary surveys of BNS-
designated “Special Places”, and
leading of interpretive dykeland
nature walks.

The ad hoc committee to deter-

VISA and MASTERCARD

BRIER ISLAND LODGE
& RESTAURANT

Brier Island - rich in birdlife, wild flowers,
amethysts, and agates, surrounded by whales,
- dolphins and porpoises

ENJOY OUR HOME-COOKING
AND 10 COMFORTABLIE: ROOMS

P.O. Box 1197, Westport, Dighy County, N.S. BOV 1HD
(At the tip of Dighy Neck)

Nature...
Trails, Cruises...

Views...

Telephone: (902) 839-2300,
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mine the future editorship of the
BNS Newsletter has drawn up a
useful set of recommendations, which
were adopted by the Executive. They
include the formation of an Editorial
Board, with defined duties for each
member, This should help to distri-
bute the impressive workload of the
job more equitably and allow a
smooth transition to the new edi-
torial team.

The perennial pigeon problem at
the Robie Tufts Nature Centre once
again made for lively discussion. The
Town of Wollville has agreed to
place physical exclosures on the
beams. Hopefully these will help
squelch the squab squabble.

BNS Newsletter News

by George and Margaret Alliston
West Brooklyn, N.S.

This is the last BNS News/letier
we will be editing, and we wish to
acknowledge all those that helped
make the ANewsletrer possible. First
we wish o thank the other members
of the Newsletfer team that have
worked with us for the eight years we
have co-edited or edited the News/er-
fer. Thanks go to Mary Pratt for her
apt, and sometimes impish, illust-
rations; Larry Bogan, for laying out
and producing the Aews/erter and
greatly improving its presentation by
incorporating new technologies into
the production process; Brenda and
Bill Thexton, Lana Churchill and
Judy Tufts for getting the final pro-
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duct plus all enclosures, reminders,
etc. to the membership. All have
performed their functions promptly,
efficiently and well and with much
good humour. It has really been a
pleasure working with a team that
you can rely on completely!

Thanks also go to Dick Rogers
for assuming the layout and produc-
tion tasks during Larry’s recent
absence. Fighting a “learning curve”,
equipment incompatibilities and a
very busy schedule, Dick persevered
and produced a quality product.

Thanks also tec our regular col-
umnists for their major contributions
to the Newsfetier, larry Began for
his weather column; Jim Wolford for
“Trivial Tidbits” and, more recently,
Richard Stern for his popular “BNS
Bird News”.

Many thanks to all the contribu-
tors of articles to the Nemsierier --
your contributions have been much
appreciated by the readers for the
variety they add.

After advertisements began being
carried in the Newsferfer, Carol
Bradley joined the team to develope
this program. Without advertising,
fees would have had to be raised
several years ago. Thanks are due
from the entire BNS membership to
Carol and to I Ping Wong who has
recently assumed her responsibilities.

At a recent meeting the BNS
Executive approved the restructuring
of the Newsletrer editorship. We, as
editors, will be replaced by an Edi-
torial Board, consisting of an editor-
in-chief and up to three other mem-
bers. The Executive also approved in
principle the acquisition of computer
software and hardware to facilitate
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the production process. It is hoped
that these measures will reduce the
workload carried by any individual
editor. If you are interested in sery-
ing on the new Editorial Board or
can suggest suitable candidates to do
50, piease contact Margaret Alliston
at 542-3651.

~ Only the editors will change now;
for the time being the rest of the
News/letrer team have agreed to con-
tinue with their current responsibili-
ties.

BNS Newsletter
Readership Survey

by Margaret Alliston
Woest Brooklyn, N.S.

Many thanks to all of you who
took the time to return the Reader-
ship Survey included with the last
issue of the NMewsferter The response
was excellent - 30 percent (60/201).
As well as answering the questions,
almost half the respondents added
constructive criticisms and sugges-
tions. These, along with the detailed
survey results, will be passed on to
the new Editorial Board. An over-
view of the survey results follows,

There was a good distribution of
how long respondents had been read-
ing the Newsletter with the highest
number reading for at least ten years.
Extrapolating conservatively from the
average number of readers in the
respondent households and the num-
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ber of copies we mail, it is likely that
each issue is read by 400-500 people.
A surprising (to me, at least) number
of respondents - 18 (more than
30 percent) - are currently directly
involved with nature in a profes-
sional capacity; several others have
retired from such positions. The BNS
Is the only naturalist organization in
Nova Scotia to which more than
70 percent of the respondents
belong and the only naturalist
organization in Canada to which
more than 60 percent belong.

Reading the MNews/letter was the
BNS regular activity most enjoyed by
respondents (8.7 on a scale of 1 [very
low] to 10 [very high]) followed by
almost equal interest (approximately
7 on the 1-to-10 scale) in attending
monthly meetings and field trips and
supporting conservation projects like
the Robie Tufts Nature Centre, A
number of people commented that,
because of distance or other physical
limitations, they are ofien unable to
attend meetings or field trips but feel
they are participating in the BNS
through the Newsferrer.

Only approximately five percent
of respondents elected to reduce the
size of the News/etter or the number
of issues per year if the regular
income (membership fees, Newslerrer
advertising, and donations) can no
longer pay the full production costs
of the Newsietter The remainder
elected 0 increase fees moderately
or increase advertising or both (more
than 60 percent). More than 80 per-
cent of respondents would also be
willing to pay moderately higher fees
to support more conservation or
education projects.
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An overwhelming majority (more
than 90 percent) of respondents
were satisfied with the carrent popu-
lar/scientific mix, length and format
of the Nemwsletter. Most popular of
the regular features were articles on
local natural history, closely followed
by “BNS Bird News”. A majority of
the respondents thought the topic
balance could be improved by adding
more articles on subjects other than
birds, particularly local hiking trails,
archaeology, mammals, botany, geo-
logy, and local and regional environ-
mental issues. A number of people
commented that the MNemslerrer
should concentrate on local interests
and jssues rather than more wide
ranging ones.

Send observations for “Bird News”,
for Kings, Hants and Annapolis
Counties only, as soon as possible
after they were made to:

Richard Stern

40 MacDonald Park Road

Kentville, N.S. B4N 5C7
Last-minute observations can be
phoned to Richard at 678-1975.

The editors would greatly appreciate
submissions being at least double-
spaced to facilitate both editing and
word processing, Drawings shouid be
black on white paper, camera-ready,
On a separate page.

BNS Newsletter
Submissions Deadline
September 15, 1993

Pleasc send all contributions 10 the
Newsierrerto:
Blomidon Naturalists Society
P.O. Box 127
Wollfville, N.S, BOP 1X0

Send submissions for “Trivial Tid-
bits” (everything but bird items) to
Jim Wolford at;

Biology Department

Acadia University

Wolfville, N.S., BOP 1X0
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Canadian Wilderness
Charter

The Canadian Wilderness
Charter is the mission statement of
the Endangered Spaces campaign,
4 len-year initiative launched in 1989
by the World Wildlife Fund (WWF)
1o ensure that each of Canada’s 350
natural regions is represented by a
park or other protected area by the
year 2000. WWF is working with
local conservation organizations,
government and business to achieve
the campaign’s goals. In Nova Scotia,
the Federation of Nova Scotia
Naturalists (FNSN) and, through it,
its member organizations are the .
main proponents of the Endangered
Spaces campaign. [The BNS is a
founding member of the FNSN.]

The Blomidon Naturalists Society
Executive approved the Canadian
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Wilderness Charter at its Directors’
Meeting on Mar 17, 1993. The text
of the charter follows:

1

Whereas humankind is but one
of millions of species sharing
planet Earth and whereas the
future of the Earth is severely
threatened by the activities of
this single species,

Whereas our planet has already
lost much of its former wilder-
ness character, thereby endanger-
ing many species and ecosystems,

Whereas Canadians still have the
opportunity to compleic a net-
work of protected areas repre-
senting the biological diversity of
our country,

Whereas Canada’s remaining
wild places, be they land or
water, merit protection for their
inherent value,

Whereas the protection of wil-
derness also meets an intrinsic
human need for spiritual rekin-
dling and artistic inspiration,

Whereas Canada’s once vast wil-
derness has deeply shaped the
national identity and continues
to profoundly influence how we
view ourselves as Canadians,

Whereas Canada’s aboriginal
peoples hold deep and direct ties
to wilderness areas throughout
Canada and seck to maintain
options for traditional wilderness
use,

Whereas protected areas can
serve a variety of purposes in-
cluding:

Summer 1993 - BNS Newsletter

a - preserving a genetic reservoir
of wild plants and animals for
future use and appreciation by
citizens of Canada and the world,

b - producing economic benefits
from environmentally sensitive
tourism,

¢ - offering opportunities for
research and environmental edu-
cation,

Whereas the opportunity to
complete a national network of
protected areas must be grasped
and acted upon during the next
ten years, or be lost,

We agree and nrge:

1

That pgovernments, industries,
environmental groups and indivi-
dual Canadians commit them-
selves to a national effort to
establish at least one representa-
tive protected area in each of the
natural regions of Canada by the
year 2000,

That the total thereby protected
comprise at least 129 of the
lands and waters of Canada as
recommended in the World
Commission of Environment and
Development’s report, Our
Common Future,

That public and private agencies
at international, national, pro-
vincial, territorial and local levels
rigorously monitor progress
toward meeting these goals in
Canada and ensure that they are
fully achieved, and

4 That federal, provincial and ter-
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ritorial government conscrvation
agencies on behalf of all Cana-
dians develop action plans by
1990 for achieving these goals by
the year 2000.

1993 Robie Tufts
~ Young Naturalists
Award

The Robie Tufts Young Natural-
ists Award was established by the
Blomidon Naturalists Society in
1983, in memory of Dr. Robie Tufis,
to encourage an interest in natural
history. Since 1983, cleven indivi-
duals, from ninec communities, and
the Port Williams Scout Troop have
received awards,

Any resident of Kings or Hants
Counties, fiftcen ycars of age or
younger, will be considered. The
candidate should display an ongoing
interest in any area of natural his-
tory: ¢.g., wildflowers, local birds, the
life cycle of insects, geological collee-
tions, elc.

Direct questions about the com-
petition o Irene Moore (678-4258),
Chair, Robie Tufls Young Natural-
ists Commitiee,

or the other members of the
Commiuce: Lana Churchill (542-
2186), George E. Forsyth (542-7116)
or Sherman Williams (542-5104).

Nominations should be mailed,
by Scptember 1, 1993, to:

Irene Moore

Blomidon Naturalists Society
P.O. Box 127

Wollville, N.S. BOP 1X0
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They will be judged by the Exccutive
Committee of the Society and the
award(s) presented at the October
1993 meeting. The prize will be one
year's membership in the Socicty and
a field guide of the recipicnt’s choice.

Letters

May 21, 1993
Dear Dr. Herman:

Thank you to all members of the
Blomidon Naturalists Society for the
rccent generous gifls to the Regional
Library. Donations such as yours are
much appreciated and we are glad
you thought of us.

Yours truly,
David Witherly
Regional Librarian

~ Annapolis Valley Regional Library

[The Wollville Library is displaying
gifls to the Library from BNS mem-
bers from carly July through the ¢nd
of August. Donations of books about
natural history will still be gratefully
received. For details, sec the last
issue of the Newsletter, Vol. 20,
No. 1, Spring 1993, p.14.

Ed]
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Brier Island Whale and Seabird Cruises, Ltd.

“Strictly Pelagic’ Bird Tours
Waestport, Nova Scotia, BOV 1HO
Ph.# 902-839-2995 Fax.# 902-839-2075

DATES:

Saturday, July 31st

Saturday, August 28th

Saturday, September 25th

Saturday, October 16th

Expeclations:

Greater, Sooty and Manx Shearwa-
ters, Northern Gannet, Wilson's &
Leach’s Storm Petrels, Common
and Arctic Terns, Puffins, Murres,
Razorbills, Kittiwakes, Red &
Red necked Phalaropes, Black
Guillemots, Common Eiders,
Loons, Northern Fulmars, Skuas,
Jaegers and oecasionally southern
rarities including as Cory’s and
Audubon Shearwaters.

Strictly Pelagic Bird Tours will
depart at 7:30 a.m. and will be
app. 6 hours in length, depending
on weather and sightings. The
vessel used will be the Cetacean
Veature, In case of inclement
weather, the following morning
will be set aside for a raindate.
Experienced naturalists from the
Brier Island Ocean Study will be
onboard, as well as other noted
birders, including Peler MacLeod.

Passenger complement will be
limited, preferably 30-35 people.

Price: $35 dollars, G.S.T. inclusive.
Please call ahead 10 book.

Other dates may be added as
nceded,

Expectations for birds lisied are
good on all dates, however some
species are sighted in greater num-
bers at certain times. Puffins are
seen best in Spring and Fall, as
well as  Kittiwakes, Skuas, and
Fulmars. Phalaropes are seen in
highest numbers in August. It may
be best to call ahead and inquire if
you are looking for a specific
species.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR
Blomidon Naturalists Society Newsletter

EDITORIAL BOARD

With the retirement of the current editors, the Blomidon
Naturalists Society is seeking an editor-in-chief and up to three
additional people to form a new cditorial board for the Blomidon
Naturalists Society Newsletrer:

The editor-in-chief will assume overall responsibility for produc-
tion of the Newslerter Under his or her direction, the members
of the editorial board, assisted by the Blomidon Naturalists
Society Executive, will solicit, prepare and edit Newslerter
material.

Volunteers are already in place to prepare the artwork, lay out
the camera-ready copy, solicit advertising and distribute the
Newsletter. A decision on how to provide word processing for the
new editorial board will be made once the board is appointed.
The outgoing editors will be available for consultation during the
transition period.

Members of the new editorial board should be prepared to start
their responsibilitics approximately 1 September 1993. There is
no remuneration for any of the positions but there is a great deal

of satisfaction in providing a Newsfetter that is enjoyed by
between 400 and 500 readers.

If you are interested in any of the positions, or can suggest
someone who would make a positive contribution to the
Blomrdon Naturalists Society Newsletter, please contact;

Margaret Alliston
RR.3

Wollville, N.S. BOP 1X0
342-3651

Summer 1993 - BNS Newsletter
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BNS Newsletters
Kentville Library

The Kentville Library is trying to
complete a collection of BNS News-
fetfer's. We have been able to donate
some of the issues they require but
many issues are out of print. If you
have copies of the following issucs
ang no longer require them, contact
Joan Bromley, at 542-2446, to
arrange to have them picked up.

Volume 11, Number 2
Volume 11, Number 3
Volaume 12, Number 1.
Volume 14, Number 1
Volume 18, Number 4

Short-eared Owl Project
Update

by George Alliston
West Brooklyn, N.S.

The field work for the 1993
short-eared owl project is essentially
over. Twenty-eight BNS volunteers
spent over 200 party-hours looking
for short-eared owls in about 9000
acres of dykelands. Only one nesting
pair was found. The nest was located
in the Canard area -- an area from
which we have no previous nest
records.

After having observed a male
short-cared owl on territory, the
process of finding the nest proved
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much more difficult than we had
anticipated. The method that Ber-
nard Forsythe had previously used so
successfully was to approach the
vicinity of the suspected nest site
during the day when the male (who
does not share in the incubation
duties but hunts for and feeds the
incubating female) is roosting. The
male generally roosts within 100
yards or so of the nest site. The male
generaily flushes from his roost when
the searcher is some distance away.
The male tries to lead the searcher
away from the nest site by using a
variety of distraction behaviours. By
proceeding in the opposite direction
to which the bird is attempting to
lead the searcher and observing the
intensity of the birds distraction dis-
plays (the more intense the display
the closer you are to the nest) the
searcher can “trick” the bird into
leading him closer to the nest site.
The incubating female generally sits
quite tight and flushes when the
searcher is close to the nest site
thereby giving away the precise loca-
tion of the site.

The male of the Canard pair
would flush and indicate his attach-
ment to the area by circling high
overhead or by perching nearby
where he could watch us, However,
his behaviour provided us with no
clucs o the precise location of the
nesi site. The female, on the other
hand, sat extremely tight on her nest.

. After finally finding the nest (thanks

to Ron Bezanson!) we realized that
we had passed within a few feet of
the cryptically-coloured incubating
female on her not particularly well
hidden nest on several occasions and
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she had not budged!

The nest was located in a field
where no agricultural activity had
taken place for several years. The
landowner has been informed of the
presence of the nest and has advised
us that he plans no activity in the
arca until August by which time the
young should be fledged (dogs,
coyotes, foxes, ravens, gulls and other
potential predators permitting). The
three young found in the nest have
been banded.

. 'We observed no evidence of nest-
ing by short-eared owls on the Grand
Pre dykelands even though they were
present in The Guzzle area (maxi-
mum count of 13) throughout Janu-
ary 1993. Populations of the meadow
vole, the short-eared owl’s primary
prey, were high in this area during
early winter but by spring had under-
gone a dramatic crash. This, together
with the heavy snow that covered the
dykelands from late January through
mid-April may have forced short-
cared owls from this area. (Our
casual observations suggested that
the spring meadow vole population
on the Canard dykelands, while not
cxtremely high, was considerably hig-
her than at east Grand Pre.) It has

now been five years since the last

short-eared owl nest was documented
at Grand Pre.

Short-cared owls are one of the
more nomadic owl species, and are
disposed to changing their nesting
areas in response to changes in prey
population levels. Whether what we
observed in 1993 is the result of a
reduced short-eared owl population,
low levels of prey populations or a
general deterioration of habitat can-
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not be determined from a onc-year
survey. Several more years of study
will be required for us to get a good
overall grasp of the status of the
short-eared owl population in this
area.

I would like to extend my thanks
{o the volunteers that conducted this
study, spending many of their even-
ing hours this spring vainly looking
for short-eared owls. While collecting
this type of information can be
frustrating, the results are as valuable
(but not as encouraging) as if short-
eared owls were found. Where a
diligent survey effort has been made
we can make a definitive statement
about the presence or absence of
owls in that area - which is the
objective of the study.

Thanks are also extended to the
Nova Scotia Department of Natural
Resources for providing copies of air
photos of the study areas, to the
Nova Scotia Department of Agricul-
ture and Marketing for providing
maps of the dykelands and to the
Marsh Bodies for permitting us to
travel on their dykes and roadways.
Special thanks to the landowners,
Milford Corkum and Richard Sutton,
who permitted us to conduct
searches on their properties,

Special thanks are also extended
to the James L. Baillie Memorial
Fund that provided us with funding
and were kind enough to rate our
project first amongst the 19 success-
ful 1993 applicants.
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Living with Wildlife,
A Strategy for Nova
Scotia

In May 1993, the Editorial Com-
mitiee of the Nova Scotia Wildlife
‘Advisory Council released Living
with Wildlife, A Stratcgy for
Nova Scotia (ISBN: 0-88871-264-2)
“to ensure the restoration and main-
tenance of Nova Scotia’s ecosystems
and biodiversity, acknowledging our
stewardship responsibilities to make
certain all wildlife uses and benefits
are sustainable for present and future
generations”, The Strategy was
developed after consulting with the
public through workshops and plen-
ary sessions and soliciting written
submissions. It will greatly influence
future wildlife policy and manage-
ment in Nova Scotia, affecting all
wildlife users and landowners.

A copy of the Strategy is avail-
able for consultation at the Wolfville
Library or you may pick up a free
copy at Earthwihile Pursurts in Wolf-
ville or at the Nova Scotia Govern-
ment Bookstore in Halifax, You may
also call the Nova Scotia Govern-
ment Bookstore toll-free at 1-424-
7580 to have a copy mailed to you.
There is no mailing charge.

Common Loog
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Canadian Lakes Loon
Survey

by Harry Vogel
CLLS Project
. Biologist and Coordinator

Judith MclIntyre, a well known
loon researcher, has referred to
Common Loons and their eerie calls
as “the symbol of wilderness, the
positive affirmation of wild places,
wild things, and wild sounds in the
night”. Unfortunately, loons may be
suffering from human activities. The
Canadian Lakes Loon Survey
(CLLS) is seeking to answer con-
cerns about the loon’s future in
Canada by continuing to expand its
network of loon watchers across the
country.

The CLLS is a long-term moni-
toring program designed to deter-
mine the effects of acid precipitation
and other human disturbance on the
reproductive success of Common
Loons on lakes across Canada. These
aquatic birds are dependent on their
nesting lakes for resources to sustain
themselves and raise their young,
They may be extremely vulnerable to
anything affecting water quality,
Recent survey results suggest that
loons may have difficulty raising
young on lakes susceptible to acid
precipitation. On severely affected
lakes, loon chicks may starve 1o
death because of low fish numbers.
In addition to these obvious effects,
increased acidity can release pre-
viously inert metals which then enter
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the food-chain and may accumulate
and reach toxic levels in loons. The
well-being of adults and chicks can
be interpreted as a reflection of the
state of the environment in their
nesting area.

Lake acidity is not the only pro-
blem loons have to contend with in
Canada, however. Loon legs are pla-
ced far back on the body, making
loons powerful swimmers but vir-
tually helpless on land. Loon nests
are typically built right on the shore
to minimize laborious climbs into
and out of the water and provide a
quick escape from perceived danger.
Favourite sites include small islands,
marsh edges or points of land. Cot-
tages built on or close Lo the shore
can displace a locon from its tradi-

tional nesting site. Fluctuating water .

levels can swamp a nest, or leave it
stranded high out of the water and
unreachable. The wake from motor-
boats can also swamp nests and wash
out loon eggs.

Hundreds of volunteers are
surveying lakes across
Canada, collecting important infor-
mation on the effects of pollution,
development and other human dis-
turbances on loon nesting and chick
survival. The Canadian Lakes Loon
Survey requires assistance from
people who can visit lakes at least
three times during the summer -
June to watch for resident adults,
July to look for newly hatched chicks,
and August to record the number of
chicks surviving the summer. Infor-
mation is needed from every type of
lake -- from pristine wilderness
retreats to busy cottage intersections.
You don't even need a pair of
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nesting loons to do a survey on your
lake. It is vitally important to know
which types of lakes are moroccupied
by nesting loons and to determine
which factors might exclude loons
from an area. Each completed survey
form will provide valuable informa-
tion.

Anyone wishing to become a
volunteer surveyor should send their
name, mailing address, and the name
and location of the lake or lakes they
wish to survey to: Canadian Lakes
Loon Survey, Long Point Bird
Observatory, P.O. Box 160, Port
Rowan, Ontario, NOE 1MO,
[(519) 586-3531]. A survey kit, com-
plete with instructions, a report
form, and information about conser-
vation, educational signs and nest-
site warning signs will be sent, free of
charge, to anyone able to survey a
lake or large river. All CLLS volun-
teers receive the annual newsletter
each fall.

The Canadian Lakes Loon Survey
is a project of the Long Point Bird
Observatory, an independent, non-
profit organization that conducis stu-
dics promoting the conservation of
wild birds and their habitats. The
CLLS is funded by Northern Reflec-
tions, the Canadian Wildlife Service,
the Environmental Partners Fund of
Environment Canada, and charitable
donations of CLLS participants.
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North American
Migration Count Day

by Judy Tufts
Wolfville, N.S.

1 wish to thank all those who
were coaxed away from garden and
home to spend part or all of Satur-
day, May 8, 1993, participating in the
North American Migration Count of
birds in Kings County, N.S. Without
your help this project could not have
been completed so satisfactorily this
year.

We wer¢ most fortunate in our
day. The weather was warm and
sunny after a cool start, with hardly a
cloud in the sky. Birds were waiting
to be found.

As to the count final tally:

- 36 people took part in 23
parties, with eight individuals gener-
ously devoting their whole day to the
count;

- 10,792 individual birds were
tallied. Of these, 6,055 were gulls {no

surprise there) and 420 crows/ravens
were counted.

- that means more than 3,500
“others”, mostly migrants were
counted. We saw or heard 13 species
of warblers (including 107 yellow-
rumped warblers and six northern
waterthrushes), 216 members of the
three common swallow families, 60
chimney swifts, one broadwing hawk,
three osprey, eight least flycatchers,
one eastern phoebe, one northern
mockingbird, one gray catbird, 13
barred owls, ten species of ducks, 370
American robins, three ruby-throated
hummingbirds, eight belted kingfish-
c¢rs, one winler wren and one Ameri-
can woodcock,

If we could do this with only 23
parties, think what we could do in
1994 - so please keep the second
Saturday in May, 1994 open. We
need you 10 get beiter coverage of
Kings County so that a good  in-
depth data base can be built up for
the North American Migration
Count in the future. Remember, it
isn’t hard work but a day for fon and
enjoyment outdoors - enjoying
nature while counting the birds.

feeders, Temember;

and kill bacteria.

To ensure the health and safety of hummingbirds at supplemental

* The sugar-water solution should never be stronger than four parts
water to one part sugar. Boil the mixture briefly to fully dissolve the sugar

* Clean and refill the feeder at least once a week (every few days in
hot weather). Use white vinegar to scrub away mold and algae.

* Never put the feeder in direct sunlight.

* Honey causes a potentially fatal fungus to grow on the tongues of
hummingbirds, so don’t substitute it for sugar.

Summer 1993 - BNS Newsletter
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BLOMIDON SCIENTIFIC COMPANY LIMITED
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Educational Materials, Government Publications

276 MAIN ST.
ZEISX WOLFVILLE, NOVA SCOTIA
Germany Tel/Fax: (902) 542-1449
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Stargazing at Stile Park
March 20, 1993

Cancelled due to weather.

Horton Bluff
April 17,1993

by Sherman Williams
Avonport, N.S,

Approximately 35 people gath-
ered at the lighthouse on Horion
Bluff on a pleasantly sunny and warm
day.

Featured were:

1. A display and discussion of
typical Horton Bluff fossils. Horton
Bluff (Maktomkus) offers a fine
exposure of dark shales, siltstones
and sandstones that contain fossil-
ized parts of plants, fish, vertebrate
trackways, and other trace fossils
typical of the Carboniferous period.

2. Meeting retired lighthouse
keeper, Bill Crosby. Bill told us
about the lighthouses that were
operated at this location from the
1850’s until now. When Bill retired,
the present light at Horton Bluff was
added to the list of Maritime light-
houses that are operated automati-
cally and monitored remotely.

3, Strata, folds and “sidewalks”.
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The cliffs of Horton Bluff are dark.
They clearly show the layers of
sedimentary deposits that were left at
the bottom of what was probably an
extensive and fairly shallow fresh
water basin and swamp system. The
multilayers are like pages in time
whose fossilized code, when deci-
phered, gives a few glimpses of the
elements that were part of the
ancient scene. Even the raindrops
that fell upon it were recorded.

Movement in the Earth’s crust
can be seen from the dipped and
bent layers. In particular, the cliffs
below the lighthounse are distorted
and folded as if squeczed and pushed
by a giant hand,

The strata that are at the level of
the beach escape the main erosive
forces of tide and frozen water and
remain as solid natural sidewalks
running out from the cliffs. They
altow one to walk above the modern,
muddy sediments dropped by the
ebbing tide. They also become a
larger page of uninterrupted prehis-
toric text 10 be read.

4. The oldest fossilized footprints
in Canada. Recorded on one of the
“sidewalks” are the oldest fossilized
footprints in Canada, This trackway
was featured in a Camadizn Geo-
Zraphic article, Oct./Nov., 1980. We
cleaned away the tidal silt in and
around the tracks and tried to envi-
sion the ponderous creature that left
this trail as it plodded through the
mud and vegetation of that ancient
coal age swamp,
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After spending a few hours sur-
rounded by the rocky pages of Hor-
ton Blulf and being immersed in the
images brought to mind, we scram-
bled up the cliffs. As we reached the
field above, it was with a sense of
having just disembarked {from a time
machine into the greening fields of
the present.

Wollfville Area Spring
Birds
April 25, 1993

by Jim Wolford
Wolfville, N.S.

In hindsight (always 20-20) 1 fai-
led badly as leader of this joint Nova
Scotia Bird Society / BNS field trip.
Since the tide was low in mid-
morning, 1 should have ended the
day with the Wolfville / Grand Pre
dykes and started with the Canning
area rather than the reverse.

Our day started beautifully sunny
and warm. About 35 people in 16
cars made up our siarting caravan.
Unlike previous years, we were un-
able to find a willet at the Wolfville
wharf.

Near the Wolfville sewage ponds,
in the mouth of the Cornwallis
River, I had seen at least 40 brant
the day before - but none were there
at low tide on the day of the field
trip.

Mike Hawkswood led us on an
unplanned side trip to his yard in
Wolfville where we were lucky to see
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Red Crossbidl

three red crossbills, two courling
northern flickers, three cedar waxw-
ings and a male house sparrow
carrying nest-material into a hole in
a willow trunk.

At a pond on Starr’s Point, we
saw a distant killdeer, a red-winged
blackbird and a red-tailed hawk, one
of several seen on the trip.

At the mouth of the Habitant
River (Canning), we spotted a soar-
ing immature bald eagle (and one or
two more, very distantly). At the
Canning aboiteau, there were three
bufficheads, an American wigeon, at
least 20 Canada peese, and two
kestrels together.

We had a leisurely lunck in the
new small river-park on the east edge
of Canning. My scope gave us a good
view of a feeding muskrat on the
river bank.

Then we caravanned to Harris
Pond (still in Canning}). In addition
to lots of loafing gulls, we found
several basking painted turtles, a tree
swallow, a barn swallow, a female
belted kingfisher, two cock ring-
necked pheasants, two American
black ducks, and several grackles and
red-winged blackbirds.

At Canard Pond, there were four
male ring-necked ducks (seen by few
because they flushed immediately
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and left), 20+ green-winged teal,
four American black ducks, three
female red-winged blackbirds
together (presumably newly arrived},
and a drumming male downy wood-
pecker.

Next was Sheffield Mills, where

-we were lucky to find a fourth-year

bald eagle that sat tight for close
views, then also gave us a good flight
display. We also had good looks at
lots of common ravens.

In a cattail marsh by a stream,
northwest of Sheffield Mills, a snipe
flushed and was seen flying by most
of us. Another barn swallow also
appeared.

The weather became cool and
overcast by the time we reached
Bains Road, northwest of Canning,
in late afternoon. This area has been
a great spot for geese and ducks for
several years. Just the day before the
trip, I had seen 190 Canada geese
plus lots of ducks: wood ducks,
northern pintails, American wigeons,
mallards, American black ducks, and
green-winged teal, But on the day of
the trip, a farmer was working his
field nearby so there were only gulls.

Finally, I showed the few remain-
ing participants the eagle nest at
Greenwich where the attendant adult
acted as if she(?) had small nestlings.
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Rockville Notch
May 8, 1993

led by Larry and Lynn Coldwell
Harmony, N.S.

No field trip report was available.

Cape Split
May 23, 1993

by John Pickwell *
New Minas, N.S.

The weather was not at all pro-
mising when a number of cars left
the Robie Tufts Nature Centre to
meet the rest of the participants at
Scots Bay. By the time I got my pack
out of the car, I realized that
everyone had already taken off into
the woods. | hurried along as best as
I could and eventually managed to
catch up with two ladies bringing up
the rear. The front runners were
going at a pace that 1 could not, or
would not, match if it were to be a
meaningful nature walk. So the three
of us settled down to enjoy the
Spring Beauties, the Wild Sarsa-
parilla, Bluebead Lilies, Trilliums,
False Solomon’s-seal, Twisted Stalk,
and many other plants atong the way.
Needless to say, we looked at the
ferns and mosses too.

As we got closer to the Split, the
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temperature began {o get colder and
walking was quite slippety in places.
My companions were asking, “How
much further?” However, we finally
madc it out to the end. The wind was
blowing hard and it was cold and
damp. People were huddled in small
groups ealing their lunches. Flow
many belonged to the BNS trip 1
didn’t know. In response o questions
about the far shoreline, I got out my
map and we worked out some of the
places of interest between us. By now
most people were ready 10 head back
and disappeared.

I retreated to the sheller of an

old pine tree, a littlc back in the

woods from the Split, to eat my
lunch. I had almost {inished when I

<A

S

heard a rustle in my lunch bag -
there was a bushy tail hanging out of
the bag! He was out of luck because
there was nothing lefl in the bag but
[ dropped part of a banana and the
red squirrel took off with it for one
of the lower limbs of the pinc.

About that lime one of the ladics
I came outl with came along and we
joined up again for the return trip.
Here and there we stopped and
looked at ferns and other plants of
interest. At one point my companion
slipped and fell, bruising herself.
However, she was a real trooper and
carricd on in good humour. We
arrived back at the parking lot at
aboul 2:30.
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Not exactly one of my most
memorable BNS outings, [ must say!

* Scott Hennigar substituted for Jim
Wolford as leader of this trip but we
were unable to contact him for a
ficld trip report. John Pickwell
volunteered (o record his impres-
sions for us but emphasized that the
participants were scattered and he
didn’t know what the others had
encountered. It was really unfor-
tunate that the weather was S0 poor.
The next day, one of the Editors
guided some out-of-province visitors
along the same roul¢ On a warm,
sunny, calm day. The spring flowers
were magnificent and eating lunch at
the Split was a real treat instead of
an ordeal. We'll hope that conditions
are better for next year's BNS
trip. Ed.

Wolfville Dyke
May 29, 1993

led by Sherman Boates
Wollville, N.S.

-No ficld trip report was available.

Blomidon Park Nature
Walk

June 2, 1993

led by Sherman Williams
Avonport, N.S.
(sustituting for Jim Wolford)

- No report was available for this
Farks are for Pegple field trip.
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HIGHWAY 1,
AT EXIT 11 of HIGHWAY 11
- GRELNICIT ~-
Tel.(902) 542-2295 TAX: 542-4794
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x ORGANIC SPRAYS
AND FIERTILIZIRS

¥ RARE AND UNUSUAL TRIZIS
AND SCHRRUBS

» DBEXCELLENT SUPPLY OI?
OLD FASITONED ROSIIS

Some of our stock of fruit and berry
producing ornamentals thar are
attraciive (o wildlite sre:

Winterberry
Nuftaloberry
livergreen Flolly
Bearberry
Waylaring Tree
Firethran
Coloneasler
Hawthome

Oregon Grape
Dhipline

Paxistima

Pearibush

Bipleal Wintercreeper
Flowering Crals
Mountiuin Asl
Servicebeny
Honeysuckles

'rivel

Bayberry

Highbush Cranberry
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Parsons’ Tourist Home
and

Harbour View Cabins

located in
Gros Morne National Park, Newfoundland

|
|

S Y

Beautiful Surroundings
Comfortable Accommodations
Delicious Home Cooked Meals
Open Year Round

e e o T e i - 2o

P.0.Box 12

Rocky Harbour, Newfoundland AOK 4NO
Phone: (709) 458-2544
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White Rock
June 5, 1993

by Peter J. Austin-Smith
Wolfville, N.S.

A sunny morning, notable in a
week of otherwise cloudy and rainy
weather, greeted the dozen people
assembled at the Robie Tufts Nature
Centre for a trip to White Rock,
While waiting for any latecomers, we
observed the chimney swifts spill out
of the chimney beginning about 0830
hrs and lasting for four or five
minutes. Many flew off immediately
to the southeast, while others circled

about for a moment or two, then

headed off to forage for the day. Our
group also headed out after briefly
looking at a map of the area and
discussing “river capturc”, a geologi-
cal event whereby the Gaspereau
River, eroding rapidly upsiream, cap-
tured the waters of the Black River.
The Decp Hollow Road [ollows the
coursc of the old Black River.

Several warblers, a solitary virco
and a rosc-breasted prosbeak were
singing when we first arrived at the
White Rock bridge parking area.
Bernard Forsythe identified at least
five warbler species (including oven-
bird, Blackburnian, yellow, and red-
start) but most stopped singing when
I stopped talking! There’s a lesson
here for ficld trip leaders - listen
first, then taik!

After walking along the path
through the hemlocks and crossing
the iron bridge that now replaces the
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'old swinging bridge, we looked at the

wooden fishway situated  at the
mouth of the Black River. The
waters spilling over the structure
down into the main channel seem to
be an obstacle to any migrating fish
but perhaps some might be able to
leap the falls when more water is
flowing down the old Black River.
After pausing to watch a wood-
chuck hastily make for its burrow in
the rocky streambank, we made our
way past the Hell’s Gate Generating
Station, where the water is channeled
into turbines via twin aqueducts run-
ning down a steep incline, and fol-
lowed the path alongside the Black
River. Here the waters are relatively
shallow as the river, actually not
much farger than a good-sized
stream, flows rapidly down over the
underlying rocks to form many small
falls and corresponding pools. The
woods on either side are mainly

Clintonia borealls
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hemlock, with some fir, birch, and
maple. Blue violets, false lily-of-
the-valley (Mianthemum canadensc),
and Clintonia were relatively abun-
dant flowers. As we moved upstream,
the banks become progressively nar-
rower, then open out on the south-
west side 1o provide a small flat area
where signs of camping were evident.
Just beyond this, we came to the
lowest of the Ziree poofs, a favourite
summer swimming spot and “plunge
pool” as evidenced by the ropes
hanging from the trees. Just beyond
the pool the river gorge steepens and
narrows, to form more attractive
walterfalls and requires careful climb-
ing!

At this point, we turned around
and traveilled back, parallel to the
river but higher above it through the
woods. Coming out to a power line,
where apparently the brush had been
cut not sprayed the previous year,
there were bunchberries in flower
and a stand of pink lady’s-slippers.

Upon reaching the road leading
from Hell’s Gate to the top of the
hill, we walked up to look at the
aquecduct or penstock, a huge tube
that snakes out of the woods and
under a bridge, to split into two
smaller tubes that disappear over the
hiil. This huge wooden aqueduct is
constructed of boards strapped
tightly together with steel hoops,
then coated with creosote for water-
proofing. Spring peepers inhabited
some of the pools, created by dozens
of leaks both large and small, below
the penstock.

Returning to Hell's Gate we spot-
ted a ruby-throated hummingbird
and a young bald eagle soaring high
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overhead. (In winter, eagles often
roost in larger trees some distance
up the Gaspereau River from White
Rock and can be seen patiently
waiting for prey at White Rock
pond.) Back at the parking lot, We
were treated 1o a firsthand view of a
male redstart which landed on an
eye-level branch just a few metres
away.

Although little of unusual nature
was observed, the trip, on & b_'l'lEht
sunny morning, was successful if for
no other reason than to introduce
people 1o a beautiful area with €asy
access.

Kentville Ravine
June 6, 1993

by John Pickwell
New Minas, N.S.

Twelve people accompanied me
on this trip through the Kentville
Ravine, mainly to Jook for ferns and
mosses. At the top of the first rise W€
found one of the hair capped MOSSES,
Pogonarum alpinum, and WO wood
ferns, Dryopreris intermedia  and
(possibly) 2. x triploides, a hybrid
between 2. ntermedia and D. carth-
usiana. Al this time of year, it was
impossible to be sure since the
spores could not be tested. AS We
reached the first concrete bridge, We
saw the first of many Ostrich Ferns,
Matteuccia  Struthiopterss  PIus
Sensitive (or Bead) Fern, Oﬂodfﬂ
sensibiis On both we saw last years
fertile fronds with their spore €ases
that look like lots of little beads on 2
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stick. This year’s fertile fronds were
not showing yet.

We walked through the meadow
alongside the stream which, I learned
for the first time, is called Elderkins’
Brook. A few small trout were scen
darting away as we passed. In the wet
ground at the end of the meadow, we
collected two mosses: RAytidiadel-
phus subpinnatus, one of the rough-
necked mosses, and Phiogols fon-
1223, a pretty light green moss with a
red stem. Here we also found two of
the common horsetails: the Field
Horsetail, Bguisetum arvense, and
the Wood Horsetail, £ sy/vaticum.

On entering the wooded part of
the ravine, we took a side path to
look at both of the Osmunda that
grow here: Osmunda Claplonians,
the Interrupted Fern, and O. cinna-
nomes, the Cinnamon Fern. While
we were there we also looked at Red
Stemmed Feather Moss, Pleurozivm
Sehrebers, and another Rough-
necked Moss, Raptidiadelphus iri-
guetrus. A few Pink Lady’s-Slippers
were at the juncture of the two
paths.

Returning to the main path, we
examined the dainty little Oak Fern,
Gumanocarplum dryopieris, and Step
Moss, Hylocomium splendens.
Through the next part of the ravine
there was much to see: more Wood
Ferns, the Beech Fern, Phegopteris
connectill’s, two forms of the Lady
Fern, Athprium Friv-feming, one
with a green rachis (stem) and forma
rubellum, with a wine coloured
rachis. The New York Fern, 7Zefp-
feris novaboracensis, and the Hay-
scented Fern, Dennsizedlia punctilo-
bula, were just up so it was hard to
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see what they look like when mature.
Nancy Nickerson pointed out a liver-
wort, which I believe was Frulfianiz
famariscy growing on a tree and the
moss, Neckers pennata. We also saw
Purple and Nodding Trillinms.
Growing on the path in a number
of places were the Northern Cor-
alroot, Comflorhiza (rifids, a little

N

A

Coral-rmoot

saprophytic orchid so small and pale
it was quite hard to sec. Also grow-
ing in the path was the Daisyleaf
Grape-fern, Botychivm matricarifo-
Zrum, indeed an unexpected find.
Then, where there was a large patch
of wood ash, we found the Golf Club
Moss, Fuparia fpgrometircs, and
later one of the mosses of the
Mnium group, Riaizomnium puncia-
Zum. 'This is an interesting moss since
one can observe the individual cell
structure with a2 hand lens.

On up the slope we found the
Marginal Wood Fern, ZDgoprerss
marginalis, the Christmas Fern,
LPolystichum acrostichordes, and two
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hybrids: £ x Bootriz a common one
between D intermedia and D cris-
Lz2/3, and a rare as yet uvnnamed one
between D, irfermediz and D. mar-
Linglis On a rocky outcrop were
growing a few Common Polypody,
FPolypodivm  Vigginianum. At the
very top end of the ravine, we
crossed the stream to look at the one
and only Braun’s Holly-fern, Pofpstr-
chum Braunfl in the ravine, This
fern, which is not common anywhere,
also grows on Cape Split and in
Blomidon Park. Here the mosquitoes
were very thick so we did not stay
Jong. On the way back, we stopped to
look at things like Cushion Moss,
Leucobryum glavcem, and Polystri-
chum commune, another of the Hair-
capped Mosses,

Biodiversity Cruise
June 12, 1993

by Peter J. Austin-Smith
Woltville, N.S.

An unscheduled last minute
change in field trip leaders didn’t
unduly upset either Nick Hill or
yours truly, both of whom were
drafted to lead this trip. The only
question, given the field trip title,
was where and how? After receiving
a couple of phone calls about the
“cruise”, Nick and I agreed that we
would make it a canoe trip to the
Kentville Sanctuary, perhaps a short
trip downstream to investigate a
prominent forested ridge in the sanc-
tuary.
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So on Saturday morning, six of us
gathered under cloudy skies at the
Robie Tufts Nature Centre, where
we again witnessed the departure of
the chimney swifts at 0830, The birds
poured from the chimney at a steady
rate until 0835 when presumably all
had left to forage for the day, mainly
departing in a southeasterly direc-
tion. Our small group then drove to
Nick Hill’s house which is situated
on the edge of the Keniville Sanctu-
ary, just off Highway 1 near Palme-
ter’s Country Home. There we were
joined by Larry Bogan and his son;
Fred Payne, retired Nova Scotia
Department of Natural Resources
wetlands and waterfowl biologist; and
Nick Hill and his young son.

Sorting ourselves out among the
canoes, we pushed off into the Cor-
nwallis River and headed down-
stream, suddenly isolated from fam-
iliar surroundings by the tall reed
canary grass that grew on the marsh
and bordered the main channel of
the Cornwallis River. This plant is
unusual in that the only other place

Reed Canary-grass
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in the province Fred knows of it is in
northeastern Nova Scotia. It walled
us in on both sides of the river, and
gave the impression that we were in
a near wilderness area (except for
traffic noise further downstream),

Along the way we observed
several expected bird species includ-
ing the usual redwinged blackbirds
(although not many of them), dozens
of tree, bank and some barn swallows
swooping for insect prey over the
marsh and river, and five American
black ducks. Heard but not seen were
swamp sparrows, yellow warblers and
yellowthroats. There were abundant
signs of muskrats and some of the
party saw muskrats diving ahead of
our small flotilla as it cruised lei-
surely along.

Halfway to our destination we
stopped alongside a steep embank-
ment to stretch our legs under large
hemlocks and red oaks, found scour-
ing rush growing on the lower part of
the shore and spotted a chipmunk
and pink lady's-slippers somewhat
higher on the sloping shoreline.

Returning to the canoes, we sho-
ved off for the wooded ridge inside
the town boundaries. This prominent
hill was marked by a huge sand and
gravel operation on its west side.
After another 15 to 20 minutes, we
landed on the drier portion of the
marsh opposite this wooded ridge
which likely was a kame, a remnant
of glacial times. Kames consist of
stratified material deposited by melt-
water from ice.

We climbed up the steep wooded
slopes, through hemlock and oak,
pausing to look at various planis
including more ladys-slippers in
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flower, many of which were quite
pale in colour, and a Pyro/a species.
Then we walked along the ridge top
to the west to look at the sand and
gravel removal; it was obvious that
the woods were being cut, then the
sand removed down to the surround-
ing level of land. At the eastern edge
of the ridge or kame, some of the
more adventuresome went down the
slope to look at the pond on the
southeast side. Evidently the pond is
a keitle hole, where the melting of a
large block of glacial ice caused a
deep depression. There are a few
buildings including a house near the
pond. A discussion with the house
owner revealed that he owned 50
acres including the wooded ridge or
hill which eventuvally will be cut
down to 20 feet or so for subdivision
development! A dismal thought con-
sidering . the wonderful opportunity
for creating a major greenway to
protect the integrity of the river
corridor from Grand Pre to Col-
dbrook or even to the headwaters of
the Cornwallis in Berwick.

The paddle back upriver was less
leisurely for some of us than for
others! One canoe veered off into a
narrow channel to investigate a pond
area for waterfowl. After unfolding
our cramped legs and lugging the
canoes (thanks again Fred, Larry and
Nick) back over the marsh to the
cars, the earlier arrivals were taken
by Nick into the woodlot next to his
house to look at false Solomon’s
seal, nodding trillium and other
plants. In ail we listed some 24 plant
species in addition to those noted in
a Canadian Wildlife Service Report
on the Sanctuary compiled in 1975.
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The “cruise” brought home a very
important point to all of vs. Some-
times the most atiractive areas are
those in our own backyards, literally,
as we discovered while on the Cor-
nwallis River both just outside and
within the boundaries of the Town of
Kentville, Perhaps this area should
be given much more attention as a
site of special interest because of its
value as a wetland besides its natural
history attractions. The sanctuary
designation is still in effect but
certainly the practical value of it will
decline il uncontrolled development

proceeds around its margins. For-
tunately, DND still controls much of
the northern boundary.

If the people of Kings County
wish to manage the river corridor,
which includes the sanctuary, in a
manner which will protect its ecolo-
gical integrity and functioning, then
it is imperative that all municipalities
with an interest in the river valley
begin planning for such enlightened
management now. The BNS could
certainly provide invaluable assis-
tance in such an endeavour.

ARTICLES

““Children in the
Woods” *

When [ was a child growing up in
the San Fernando Valley in Califor-
nia, a trip into Los Angeles was
special. The sensation of movement
from a rural area into an urban one
was sharp. On one of these charged
occasions, walking down a sidewalk
with my mother, I stopped suddenly,
caught by a pattern of sunlight trap-
ped in a spiraling imperfection in a
windowpane. A stranger, an elderly
woman in a cloth coat and a dark
hat, spoke out spontancously, saying
how remarkable it is that children
notice these things.

I have never forgotten the texture
of this incident. Whenever [ recall it
[ am moved not so much by any
sense of my young self but by a sense
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of responsibility toward children,
knowing how acutely I was affected
in that momeént by that woman’s
words. The effect, for all I know, has
lasted a lifetime.

Now, years later, I live in a rain
forest in western Oregon, on the
banks of a mountain river in rela-
tively undisturbed country, surroun-
ded by 150-foot-tall Douglas firs,
delicate deer-head orchids, and clear-
ings where wild berries grow. White-
footed mice and mule deer, mink and
coyote move throngh here. My wife
and I do not have children, but
children we know, or children whose
parents we are close to, are often
here. They always want to go into the
woods. And I wonder what to tell
them.

In the beginning, years ago, I
think I said too much. I spoke with
an encyclopedic knowledge of the
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names of plants or the names of
birds passing through in season. Gra-
dually 1 came to say less. After a
while the only words I spoke, beyond
answering a question or calling atten-
tion quickly to the slight difference
between a sprig of red cedar and a
sprig of incense cedar, were 10 eluci-
date single objects.

I remember once finding a frag-
ment of a raccoon’s jaw in an alder
thicket. I sat down alongside the two
children with me and encouraged
them to find out who this was - with
only the three teeth still intact in a
piece of the animal’s maxilla to guide

Racoon skull

them. The
teeth told by their shape and place-
ment what this animal ate, By a kind
of visual extrapolation its size
became clear. There were other
clues, immediately present, which
told, with what ] could add of climate
and terrain, how this animal lived,
kow its broken jaw came 1o be Iying
here. Raccoon, they surmised. And
tiny tooth marks along the bone’s
broken edge told of a mouse’s
hunger for calcium.
We set the jaw back and went on.
If T had known more about rac-
coons, finer points of osteology, we
might have guessed more: say,
whether it was male or female. But
what we deduced was all we needed.
Hours later, the maxilla, lost behind
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us in the detritus of the forest floor,
continued to effervesce. It was tied
faintly to all we spoke of that
afternoon.

In speaking with children who
might one day take a permanent
interest in natural history - as wti-
ters, as scientists, as filmmakers, as
anthropologists - I have sensed that
an extrapolation from a single frag-
ment of the whole is the most
invigorating experience I can share
with them. I think children know that
nearly anyone can learn the names of
things; the impression made on them
at this level is fleeting. What takes a
lifetime to learn, they comprehend, is
the existence and substance of
myriad relationships: it is these rela-
tionships, not the things themselves,
that ultimately hold the human im-
agination.

The brightest children, it has
often struck me, are fascinated by
metaphor - with what is shown in the
set of relationships bearing on the
raccoon, for example, to lie quite
beyond the raccoon. In the end, you
are trying to make clear to them that
everything found at the edge of one’s
senses - the high note of the winter
wren, the thick perfume of the pro-
polis that drifts downwind from
spring willows, the brightness of
wood chips scattered by beaver - that
all this fits together. The indestructi-
bility of these associations conveys a
sense of permanence that nurtures
the heart, that cripples one of the
most insidious of human anxieties,
the one that says, you do not belong
here, you are unnecessary.

Whenever I walk with a child, T
think how much I have seen dis-
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appear in my own life. What will
there be for this person when he is
my age? If he senses something
incffable in the landscape, will I
know enough to encourage it? - to
somehow show him that, yes, when
people talk about violent death,
spiritual exhilaration, compassion,
futility, final causes, they are drawing
on forty thousand years of human
meditation on ##5 - as we embrace
Douglas firs, or stand by a river
across whose undulating back we
skip stones, or dig out a camas bulb,
biting down into a taste so much
wilder than last night’s potatoes.

The most moving look I ever saw
from a child in the woods was on a
mud bar by the footprints of a heron.
We were on our knees, making
handprints beside the footprints.
You could feel the creek vibrating in
the silt and sand. The sun beat down
heavily on our hair. Our shoes were
soaking wet, The look said: I did not
know until now that I needed
someone much older to confirm this,
the feeling I have of life here. I can
now grow older, knowing it need

* never be lost.

The quickest door to open in the
woods for a child is the one that
leads to the smalest room, by know-
ing the name each thing is called.
The door that leads to the cathedral
is marked by a hesitancy to speak at
all, rather to encourage by example a
sharpness of the senses. If one
speaks, it should only be to say, as
well as one can, how wonderfully all
this fits together, to indicate what a
long, fierce peace can derive from
this knowledge.
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* reprinted from Crossing Open
Grouend, pp. 147-151. George E.
Forsyth read this moving essay at the
end of his May 17th program on
Profect Wild He obtained a copy of
the essay accidentally and does not
know the author or other details
about the book. If anyone recognizes
the essay, please call George at
342-7116.

Weather Statistics -
Spring 1993

by George Alliston
West Brooklyn, N.S.

The 1993 spring weather is not
the subject of fond reflections for
most of us; let’s see what the statis-
tics show.

Surprisingly (to me) the mean
temperature for the period March,
April, May was somewhat (0.8C)
higher than the 30-year averages,
This was due to the considerably
higher mean temperature in May
(3.2C above average) and somewhat
higher (0.8C) temperature in April,
more than compensating for a cold
(1.5C below average) March. My
memories of May temperatures must
have been coloured by days such as
May 10, 11, 12 and 30 where high
tempceratures were only single digit
and the 12 days on which the lows
were 3C or lower. There were, howe-
ver, eight days in May where the
highs were 20C or more; on the
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